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Vita Resigns
Placement Position
by Jane B. Welch
Career Planning and Placement
Director Cynthia Vita has announced
she will be leaving Roger Williams
College April 12th, 1985 having been
offered a position at Ithaca College as
the Director of alumni affairs. Vita
feels that this opportunity is "Just
another step towards becoming President of a College."
The job as director 'of Alumni Affairs entails the establishment and progressive expansion of a mentoring program designed to gain future financing
through support of the Alumni.
In December of 1983 Cynthia Vita
began at RWC; the main thurst of her
Career Placement campaign at RWC
was to revitilize the Placement office,
to give seniors a better chance to compete in the job market. Vita is responsible for bringing to the campus a
computerized system called Discovery.
Students respond to a series of ques-

tions and the program responds to the
replies by suggesting jobs that the
questioner should possibly look into.
When Vita came to RWC she
brought with her long range plans that
she wished to implement over a period
of several years. Now that she is leaving many underclassmen and seniors
question whether or not those plans
shall reach their designated end or if
they shall simply be replaced by new
and revolving lists of "maybes". One
1984 graduate questioned responded
by stating that he felt he was being
left in "mid lurch". He felt that Cynthia Vita was leaving at a crucial
period when Job hunting and Resumes
were being sought and constructed.
Another senior, a marketing major,
felt that as Director of Career Placement Cynthia Vita should remain until
the end.of-SpringSemester.
We were unable to reach Vita for
comment on the sentiments of the
students questioned.

Class of '85
Raises Funds
for OxFam
by Kathy Cohen

The Ethiopian Fund Drive headed
by RWC's Senior Class received
$1800.00 in donations. Their goal was
set at $3000.00.
The drive began February 25 and
ended March 8. Donations received on
Friday 8 has not been totaled .
All donations will be placed in an
open account. From there the funds
will be sent to OxFam America, an
agency which sends funds to Ethiopia.
The Senior Class Advisory Board
advertised the drive and collected
names of those students in the Student
Union who wanted to donate meals
and/or money .
In a week, $698.00 came from
students donating meals from their
meal plan . One meal from a student
equals one meal for an Ethiopian.
Vice P resident Robert McKenna
gave his authorization for the use of
the meal plan as a method for collecHng donations .
WROG and the Stage Company
were a few of the clubs who donated
to this activity. Others still wish to
donate. The Senior Class will be accepting donations the week of March
10 for these who want to give.
"As far as I know" , said Bill Spruill
Senior Class President, " this was the
first time for such an activity . Classes
in the past concentrated more on raising money for themselves."
Spruill continued that

"Unselfishne-ss is never a failure and
if this expression of our caring can
make a difference in the lives of people
much less fortunate than ourselves, it
was truly a success.;'
Director of Ca reer Sen-ices Cindy Vitl:l
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Creative Writing Department Keeps Busy
by Lorraine Corvese-Savage
The Creative Writing Department is
busy this spring offering readings by
three contemporary poets and a fiction
writer. Ampersand Press, the college's
publishing company, is producing two
chapbooks.
The Creative Writing Series will present fiction writer Thomas Williams
and poet William Stafford. A chap-.
book of Stafford's poems is in the
works .
Thomas Williams will speak to a
creative writing class and then read in
LH 130 on March 21 at 8 p.m .
Williams had visited RWC in the
spring of 1982. His books include

Ceremony of Love, The Followed
Man and The Hair oj Harold Roux
which won the 1975 National Book
Award.

William Stafford, who had visited
RWC in 1971, will read April II in LH
130 at 8 p.m. He was invited to return
by Coordinator of the Creative
Writing Department Bob McRoberts.
"I love his work." McRoberts explained, "I heard him speak at Brown
last spring and was able to talk to him
in person."
Stafford, who lives in Lake
Oswego, Oregon, had "made plans to
come east this spring," said
McRoberts. "Stafford already had
readings in New York City, Pennsylvania and Worcester planned and
agreed to come to RWC ."
Stafford will visit the Intermed iate
Creative Writing class the afternoon
before he makes his public reading.
"Stafford has a striking point of
view," McRoberts commented. "and

he expresses his uncommon ideas
when he reads . He's a very good
reader and people who hear him like
him very much . What he says is very
helpful to young writers."
RWC's own Ampersand Press will
publish a chapbook of Stafford's
poems called Wyoming. The book will
contain 10 poems dealing with life in
the West. Although these poems were
previously published, "Stafford
wanted to see them back into circulation," said McRoberts . "He scheduled the reading first and I asked if he
had a chapbook for us. We hope to
have it in print by the time he comes."
This semester's Contemporary
Women Poets class will be visited by
:D Wright and Mekeel McBride .
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Measles Alert
' by Jennifer Dut{on
On March I, Health Services issued
a memo warning RWC students about
the measles epidemic at Boston
University and advising them to take
three precautions:
• Do not visit Boston University
• Do not invite anyone from Boston
University to our campus
• Check the status of your immunization
According to the letter, studentsimmunized for measles, mumps and
rubella prior to 1968 should be reimmunized . Clinic Administrator Ruth
Purdy explains, "the vaccine used
before 1968 is ineffective". '
Purdy adds, "any student who has
not had the new shot and can not produce evidence of reimmunization
should stop by the center to be reinnoculated". A fee of $5.00 will be
charged to defray costs.
To date, only two students have requested the vaccine.
Coincidentally, a law requiring all
students attending Rhode Island colleges to provide proof of proper immunization went into effect in 1985.
According to Purdy, forms requiring either proof of vaccination after
1968, a past infection by the disease,
or an inability to receive the innocu lation due to allergies were issued to
students at the college. Health Services
is currently processing the forms to
determine which students need to be
reimrnunized.
continued page 2

The Uncola Man
Visits RWC
by Doug Cloutie r
Geoffrey Holder, best known as the
7-Up man performed "instant
theatre" in the RWC cafe on Thursday, March 7 at 8 p.m . His three-hour
show was a unique blend of stand-up
jokes, music, dance and anecdotes
about his life.
The first thing Holder did brought
the audience to its feet. In his deep
.resonant voice with a flavorful carribean accent, he commanded everyone
to stand and raise their right hands.
"Repeat after me, " Holder said, his
own right hand poised like an antennae. "I believe in God. I believe in
Jesus. I believe in Moses. I am lovely.
All the world stinks. I am lovely."
Holder was not a preacher before he
began doing 7-Up ads. He was dancing and performing in "The Whiz",
"Annie" and "House of Flowers." It
was in the latter play, which he cast in
only months after coming to New
York City, where he met his wife.
These days his wife and 2O-year old
son travel with him .
UMy son, " Holder quipped, "has
my wife's face . . . and my legs."
Holder claimed his earliest influences were his homeland of
Trididad and creat ive older brother.
His brother learned to play piano,
dance, paint and sing, and Holder
copied that example.

continued page 2
continued page 2
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Creative
Writing
continued from page

"Uncola Man"
continued from page I
Holder's frame was huge; he was
barrel-chested, stood 6 '7 · and appeared to weigh 250 bls. Vet he moved
with grace and smoothness due to his
ability as a dancer and choreographer.
He didn 't take a step all night that
didn't look unrehearsed .
Yet the actor's spontaneous style
allowed him to set up punch-lines so
they really hurt your funnybone .
"Did Adam have a wife before
Eve?" he asked the audience. He did ,
Holder asserted, in fact two.
H
'Dynasty' go home, " he grinned:
"The Bible has more drama."
T he first wife was also the first
liberated woman . She was banished
from The Garden of Eden, he explained, for refusing to lay under Adam .
Plus, since Adam loved Eve ... that
just proved Adam was a black man,
because he loved his ribs."
The show included several occasions
when Holder irnmatated the mannerism s and facial expression s of
various characters, including a shy
young girl and a bald callgirl. For the
latter part Holder put on a red dress
over his white suit and a red bow atop
his head .
He even marched through the crowd
and started people dancing.
"I love everything I do ," he said
with a white-toothed grin. "or I
wouldn't do it."
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Reception Honors
Geoffrey Holder

• 7 nights lod ging at the first class Monte
• Spr ing fest activit ies including - Concerts
Carlo, Eden Roc or Holiday Inn Surfside
by nationally known music groups and
Hotels; Tourist class lod ging at the
mini concerts on the beach . Wet T-Shirt,
Crown and Atlantic Tower Hotels; Budget
Beer Chugging, Ms . Miami Beach and Mr .
class lodging at the Penguin, Arlington,
Legs contests . Sports competitionand Scvereiqn hotels.
Volley Ball, Tug-of-War. Pootstde
promotions. (March 2 . April 6 only)
• Round trip Jet flight from N.Y. (Add $40
from Boston, Ch icago, Detroit and
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• Taxes and gratuities prepaid before
arrival.

by Mike Isaac
• Thursday evening March 7, following the Instant Theatre performance
of the "Uncola Man" Geoffrey
Holder, a reception was held at the
home of Richard Bank s of Newport . .
Mr. Banks , a well-known portrait
painter is a close personal friend of
Holder. "I met Geoffrey right after he
came to this country." said Banks .
Dressed casually in black pan ts and
a pu rple sweater, Bank s greeted
arrivals .
Toward the rear of the hou se was
the dining room, lavishly decorated
with lighted candles on the table and
the best dishes and silver. Plate s of
quiche and a wide variety of cheese
and crackers
lined the table for
all to enjoy.
Despite the formality, the guests,
like their host, seemed comfortable
and mingled throughout the rooms
conversing with friends. Many sto pped to admire Mr. Banks large array
of artwork. and his home. "During
the Americas Cup last summer." said
Banks, "I rented my home to the
Italian Syndicate."
As guests left the party. they filed by
' ~Ml, Holde~ ~~d~hook his hand. Man.y
-,'1'/lJ\ded lllln lllcl\ltes and asked for hIS
" .~utollraph " which he freely accepted
' and he thanked everyone for coming.
Mr. Banks was next in line, and he
also shook everyone's hand and
thanked them for attending his party.

_

1Hlooding Avenue, Bristol, R I. Q2<101l
Tel: 25&J61. Compliments of Joanne & Les
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Both will also read publicly at the
school. Creative Writing instructo r,
Martha Christina organized the
readings.
CD Wright, who will read May I in
the Bayroom at 8 p.m ., is "a representative of nonacademic mainstream
poetry," said Christina. "She was
born and raised in the Ozark Mountains and her poetry reflects the time
she spent there. She shows variety in
women's poetry. n
Wright teaches creative writing at
Brown and is co-editor and publisher
of Lost Roads Publishers, a literary
publishing company in Providence.
She has been published in litt le
magazines and anthologies. Her most
recent book is Translating of the
Gospel Back info Tongues and she is
working on two new books.
Mekeel McBride will read May 13 in
LH 130 at 8 p.m. "McBride's poetry is
one of affirmation." Christina cornmented. "She deals with serious subject matter but ultimately her massage
is that you have to go on despite hardships. Her image s are surreal even
though her poetry is grounded ih experience . She gives a good reading,
people should enjoy her."
Born in Pittsburgh, McBride
studied at Mills College in California
and at Ind iana University. Her book s
of poetry include Change in the
Weather, No Ordinary World, and her
most recent, The Going Under of the
Evening Land. She is working on
another book,
A chapbook anthology of five
women writers will come out this spring. The authors, Claudette Covey ,
Katharine Fair, Janine Padow, Nanja
Galoppi and Darlene Mikula, are all
graduates of RWC and were selected
and edited by Creative Writing instructor Geoffrey Clark. The book
will be titled , The Best I Can Wish
You.

Herpes Support
Group
A Herpes Support Group will be
sponsored by Planned Parenthood of
Rhode Island starting the first week in
April.
Participants will have the opportun ity to obtain accurate medical information about the symptoms and
transmission of the virus as well as to
discuss the additional emotional con cerns of living with herpes.
The group is being offered free of
charge. Persons interested in participating should call 421·9620.

Measles
continued from page I
Some students, mostly upper
classmen, have not returned the
documents. They will each receive a
follow up letter requesting them to
provide the necessary information,
Purdy recommends that students
check their junior high medical
records in addition to those of their
doctor since many students were reimmunized during junior high.
Purdy says, "housing will be used
as a lever" . Students who have not
completed the medical forms, will not
be allowed to return to their dorms .
Measles is a contagious disease
which often develops into pneumonia
and can be fatal if encephalitis, swelling of the brain covering, develops .
Currently, 54 Boston University
students are suffering from the infection.

ENTERTAINMENT
The Method of Hall and Oates
Reaches New England
by Janet Fisher
Is it possible for a group to have a
"flawless"

performance? Such an'

event took place on March 6 at the
Cumberland County Civic Center, in
Portland, Maine. Daryl Hall, John
Oates and company gave it their all
and gave one of their strongest
performances ever.
From the moment they opened with
their number one song "Out of

Touch", Daryl and John had the audience with them all the way. The
songs they performed read like a list of
the biggest hits of the past nine years.
"Rich Girl", uVou Make My
Dreams". "Private Eyes", and "Say

it Isn't So" are only a few of the songs
the group played. Even though the
concert was shorter than in the past by
fifteen minutes, the sheer quality of
the performance made up for the
shorter show. All but three songs performed were at least top ten hits, and
one of those was their brand new
release, "Some Things are Better Left
Unsaid", from their most recent

such a variety of people that the crowd
ranged in age from six to 60, and they
were all seen singing along and getting
into the soulful beat.
As on the first leg of their "Big Bam
Boom" tour, the stage and lighting
were perfectly designed to complement
the show without overshadowing it.
Six panels of lights surrounded the
stage and were turned at different
angles to further enhance the music.
The band backing Daryl and John
are each fine musicians in their own
right. Drummer Mickey Curry is
quickly getting a reputation as one of
the best in the business. Bassist
"T-Bone" Walk worksso closely with
the duo on arrangements that at times
it almost becomes a trio. Lead
guitarist G. E. Smith also appears on
Mick Jagger's solo LP, and Charlie
DeChant was impeccable as always on
the tenor sax. Rarely can it be said that
a band sounds even better live than on
their recordings, but this is one of
those groups .

album, "Big Bam Boom". It's sure to

be their top ten hit.
Daryl and John have the rare talent
of playing Uta" their audience rather.
than "at" them. They talk to the
audience, making everyone feel as i(

they're watching their good friends
perform, rather than the biggest selling duo of all time or the number one
act so far in the eighties. Their music,
termed "blue-eyed soul". appeals to

Boys Choir
PROVIDENCE - The Vienna
Choir Boys will perform a program
including works of Hadyn, Verdi,
Brahms, Strauss and more for their
only Providence appearance this
season on Friday, March 29 at the
Providence Performing Arts Center.
Tickets for the 8 p.m. performance are
$13.50, $11 and $9 and may be reserved by calling (401) 421-ARTS.
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The .Wearin' of the Green

by Evan Evans
Saint Patrick's Day, celebrated on
March 17, is a Roman Catholic
festival celebrated in honor of the
patron saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick.
Saint Patrick was born in Great
Britain in 389 AD. At age 16 he was
captured by a marauding band of
Irishmen who sold him into slavery as
a shepherd. Despite the fact that
Ireland was mostly pagan at this time,
Saint Patrick was converted to christianity during his 6 years of captivity.
He eventually escaped from bondage
and made his way to the European
Continent. After many years of study
and service to the Church he was appointed First Bishop of Ireland by
Pope Celestine I in 431 AD. He was
then able to fulfill his longtime ambition to spread christianity through
Ireland .

As Bishop of Ireland, he was
responsible for converting many influential and wealthy individuals to
christianity. Saint Patrick organized
the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland
and was responsible for building many
churches and schools. He died in 461
AD leaving the Roman Catholic
church well founded and prospering .
In Ireland today, Saint Patrick's
day is celebrated as a national holiday.
Worldwide, all Irishmen celebrate
their ancestral roots by wearing a little
bit of green and perhaps a shamrock.
In the United States, Saint Patrick's :
day greets us with everything from
green bread to parades . It creates
among all nationalities and ethnic
groups the feeling of goodwill,
fellowship, and camaraderie.

Heads Spin
at Breakdown Demonstration
by Mike Isaac
On Friday evening March I, the
Roger Williams College Student Activities Programming board presented
a special evening of breakdancing with
Electric Function 11. ·
Led by 6 '7" John Davis Jr., a 22
year old New Haven, Connecticut resi-

dent, the group which ranges in age
from 15-20, performed to several
numbers while demonstrating their
techniques .
Among
them

The headspins were performed by
20 year old Lee Ponteau, Davis's assistant choreographer, whose nickname
"Combo" fits his style of dance. He
performs a little bit of everything.
After their performance, members
of the audience were chosen by the
troupe to learn several simple moves.
WROG's Thorn Halish and Clifton
Greene, known to his friends as

"windmills," "shoulder spins," and

"Drac" provided the music for the
evening. "It was an easy night" said
Greene, Hall there music was on tape,

"headspins,"

so we didn't have much to do ."

m t :8ttsstugtr
"

NEEDS YOU!
~ ::: "~~, WE ARE THE STUDENT

.~N FUNDED AND STUDENT

' ~OPERATED NEWSPAPER OF
~. THE RWC COMMUNITY.
The Messenger is looking to you, the RWC student body, for writers, editors,
photographers, designers, business managers, and club correspondents. If you
want to improve the quality of campus communication, join us at the Messenger
office (CL-126) every Monday at 4:30 p.m. If you can't make the meeting but are
still interested, slip your name and phone number under the office door and we'll
call you.

THE MESSENGER
Roger Williams College
Old Ferry Road
Bristol, R.1. 02809
Tel. 255-2200
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Censorship and Libraries Exhibition

Editorial:
What's the Story, Ronnie?
by Brian McCadden

The blade of President Reagan's budget cutting is being felt now
by a lot of us for the first time. His proposal to cut federallysubsidized student loans (Pell Grants) will, if passed, send many of us
here at RWC scrambling for money; money we may not be able to
find.
If you've watched TV recently though, you may have noticed that
the army has plenty of money for kids in need. "You can earn up to
$25,000 by serving your country in the new Army College Fund."
We're not making any accusations; but doesn't it seem strange that
Reagan is doing this to us? After all, aren't we suppose to be this
country's future? He's cutting social programs like a samurai, yet
boosting defense again by about 7lrlo. Go ahead Ronnie, we've got
plenty of money stored away to cover it.
It seems like he's trying to force us into the army in order to stay in
college. It's not much of a choice when you face the army or no
school.
We can't offer any way to fight this right now, except to organize
and let Mr. Reagan know how we feel about his budget. The Student
Senate has already started getting names on petitions and RIPIRG is
organizing students throughout the state. If you want to fight, we
suggest you keep an eye out for groups like these and other ones and
join where you can. Let's be like the professional special interest
groups and lobby this samurai into submission.

Whether intended to shelter the innocent, defend the guilty or protect
established religious or scientific ideas,

censorship has always been surrounded by controversy. Beginning on
March 18th, the Providence Public
Library will be one of sixteen libraries
in the country to receive the "Censorship and Libraries" exhibition spon-

sored by the American Library
Association Office of Intellectual
Freedom and the New York Public
Library. Providence will be the first
stop on a national tour and the only
site in New England chosen for the exhibition which is underwritten by a
grant from the National Endowment
for the Humanities.
The exhibition will be free and open
to the public at the Providence Public ,
Library, 150 Empire Street, Providence Rhode Island . Hours are Mon day through Thursday 9:30 - 9:00
p.rn ., Friday and Saturday 9:30 - 5:30
p.rn. Guided tours of the exhibition

decision s regarding the consumption

of alcohol."
According to Rechholtz, all the
brewery's promotional dollars earmarked for the college market are not
being used to promote responsible
consumption or other positive educa-

tional programs among students of
legal drinking age.
In addition, the brewery is actively
working with its independent
wholesalers to encourage them to implement alcohol awareness programs

and utilize the Young Adult Marketing
guidelines.
The company, said Rechholtz, firmly believes that all individuals of legal
drinking age, including students,
should have the right and freedom to
decide whether or not to consume the
• !cohol beverage product of their
choice .

But that right, he said, must. be accompanied by responsibility to oneself
and others.
"We believe that people; given the
proper education , information , and
motivation, can make intelligent and

responsible decisions about the use of
alcohol beverages," emphasized
Rechholtz.
The theme of moderation and personal responsibility is being carried

out by Coors on college campuses
through an umbrella campaign called
"Metron - Quality and Excellence in

College students, faculty and staff
. from across the country will gather in
Washington on Thursday, April 18th
for the 1985 University Lobby to End
the Arms Race. They will meet with
Members of Congress to inform them
of widespread campus support for
policies that would halt the nuclear
in the Lobby Day will
discuss four legislative priorities with
their legislators: restricting funds for
nuclear explosives testing and resuming negotiations for a comprehensive

Life." Metron is an ancient Greek

test ban treaty; stopping appropria-

word that embodies the philosophy
that moderation in all things leads to
quality and excellence in life.
Rechholtz said he believes the

tions for extreemly accurate, poten-

Coors' approach is unique, because,

unlike many other programs, it does
not preach to students about alcohol
misuse and abuse.
"Instead, our approach encourages

students to adopt moderate lifestyles,
find alternatives to alcohol misuse and
abuse and to develop resources that
help them realize healthier and more
productive

live s,"

explained

Rechholtz.
All of the programs Coors designs
either demonstrate that students of
legal drinking age can have a good

tially first-strike weapons such as the
MX, Trident D-5 and Pershing II
missiles; continuing a moratorium on

testing of anti-satellite weapons, supporting efforts to reduce funding for
Strategic Defense Initiative (Star
Wars) research and supporting efforts
to maintain the existing ABM treaty in
force; and finally , supporting legislation for a comprehensive bilateral
freeze on the testing, production and
deployment of nuclear weapons. The
lobby day will feature briefings by
Washington arms control lobbyist's,
meetings with legislators and a chance
to share experiences with campus

delegations from around the country.

time without abusing the product , or
carry a moderation theme.

The company, which markets its
products in 44 states and the District
of Columbia, has in conjunction with
its independent wholesalers nearly 200
campus

representatives at colleges

throughout the United States .
These campus reps and wholesalers
are being encouraged to work with

students, _ faculty

and

campus

organizations to carry out the company's alcohol awareness program and
to ensure the activities and events
Coors becomes associated with are executed in a responsible manner.

Company guidelines include designing only those events or activities

which meet specific criteria. These include

events

which

provide

non-

alcohol beverages and snacks if
alcohol beverage products are present,
those that have a system which controls the amount of alcohol consumed,
those activities which are in good taste
and those which focus on the activity
rather · than the consumption ' of
alcohol.

will be available Tuesdays and Thursdays at 12:15 by the curator of special
collections. School groups are encouraged to call the library for a tour
time.
"Censorship: Law, Art and Jour-

nalism" will be the focus for a panel
discussion to be held on April 3 at 7:45
p .rn. in the third floor auditorium of
the Providence Public Library on 150
Empire Street in Providence.
Theodore R. Sizer, Professor of
Education at Brown University, will
moderate the panel. Other panelists
are Edward N. Beiser, Political
Science Professor, also of Brown
University, Irene Wielawski, Medical
Writer,

Providence

Jou rnal,

and

Franklin Robinson, Director, Museum
of Art, Rhode Island School of
Design.
Both the exhibition which runs
through April 30th and the panel on
April 3rd are free and open to the
public.

University Lobby Day For
Arms Control Slated April 18th

Alcohol Misuse and Abuse
A Ge
S
a ng
iant tep Forward ar~~r~~~i~ants

T ki

GOLDEN, Colo. - Adolph Coors
Company's ongoing commitment to
the prevention of alcohol misuse and
abuse is taking a giant step forward on
college campuses throughout the
United States through a major expansion of its alcohol awareness program.
"Coors philosophy has always been
one of promoting responsible consumption of our products," said
Robert A. Rechholtz, Coors' executive
vice president of sales and marketing.
"We are now taking that philosophy a
step further by introducing a campaign to legal drinking age college
students that we believe helps give
them the tools to make responsible
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The national sponsor of Lobby Day
is United Campuses to Prevent
Nuclear War (UCAM), an organization founded in 1982. UCAM present ly has 60 campus chapters and contacts on 700 campuses in all 50 states
and Canada. Students for Nuclear
Disarmament, Yale University, will
lead the field organizing effort to encourage particpation in Lobby Day .
Yale and national UCAM will be
assisted in their efforts by UCAM
chapters and independent campus
groups throughout the country.
Last year, 700 participants from 65
campuses gathered for the first Lobby
Day. Students spoke with their
Member> of Congress and were addressed by national arms control experts. Michael Wishnie, a key Lobby
Day organizer at Yale University summarizes the objectives of the lobby
day: "We hope to spark a renewed effort to curb the spiraling nuclear competition by demonstrating the presence
of a well-informed and active campus
movement

for

arms

control."

UCAM's Field Director Phil Antweiler says that he "expects this year's
event to be much larger. Interested
student groups have been calling from
around the country and the organizing
effort is well ahead of last year's
pace."

.

Lobby Day organizers are currently
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Lorraine Corvese-Savage
Photographers
Jennifer Dutton
Mike Isaac
Guest Reviewer
Martha Christina

Faculty Advisor
Phil Szenher

seeking contact with persons or groups

interested in learning more about the
event. Even campuses unable to send

delegations to Washington, D.C . are
urged to support the aims of Lobby
Day by collecting signed proxy
statements which will be delivered by
participants to Members of Congress .
For

more

information,

contact

either of the organizations listed
below :
Students for Nuclear Disarmament,
Yale University
Eric Celeste
Box 6198, Yale Station
New Haven, CT 06520
(203) 436-1480
UCAM
Phil Antweiler
1346 Connecticut Ave. NW
Suite 706
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 223-6206
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March: Go Fly A Kite!

Students continue to enjoy the newly expanded game room

by Steve Martovich
Man has always been fascinated by
the sky and obsessed with trying to fly
through it. The first way he was able
to do so may have been by kite.
Long before hot air balloons, in
ancient China, 1000 B.C., somebody's
hat or the roof of his house blew off
and gave him the idea of making a
kite. The birds of, bamboo and silk
quickly grew in size and could carry a
man off the ground. No one in their
right mind would go up: but Emperor
Wen Hsuan Ti of the Koa Yang
Dynasty enjoyed watching prisoners
"fly" from a tower- tied to bamboo
mats . If they survived, they couid go
free.
Marco polo in 1282 told of Chinese
sailors hoping to foresee the fate of
their ship by tieing some drunkard to a
kite. If it did not go well the ship
would stay in port.

PHOTO BY JENNIFER S. DUTTON

Dorm Life Creates New Experiences
For Unsuspecting Students
by Michael R. Isaac
The four a.m. fire drill on a cold,
snowy night in the middle of
February; the "Bath Towel
Phantom," who waits until the water
is turned on and your back is turned to
steal your clothes and towel from the
shower; the early riser. who on
weekends counts down the remaining
minutes of quiet hours and provides
wake-up call by blasting his stereo as
loud as he can at II a.m. These are
just several of the experiences an unsuspecting student might encounter in
a college dormitory.
Although the surroundings and
faces change from dorm to dorm, the
occurances are pretty much the same
year after year. Bomb scares, water
fights, people thrown in the shower
fully clothed, powdered rooms, the list
goes on and on.
"My dorm is basically quiet this
semester," said Mike Dugan, a
veteran of Dorm III, "but last
semester was really rowdy. We
powdered this guys room one night
and the smoke from all that powder
set off the fire alarm."
"My dorm is turning into a gym,"
said another student, "what with the
weight lifters upstairs constantly dropping their dumbells on my ceiling and
the local acrobatic team using the
lounge furniture as trampolines."

Maybe "referee" should be added to
the list of titles held by the Resident
Assistant. H Just the other day, I was
coming home from class and almost
got hit by a flying bagel," said Debby
Frasca, of Unit 12. "When I looked
up, all I saw was Dave standing at the
end of the hall with a hockey stick in
his hand. Stale bagels make great
hockey pucks," he said, "Don't you
think?"
But the most aggravating and most
common occurance takes place daily
in the bathroom, which has become a
catch-all. A place to put dirty dishes,
pots and pans, and garbage ,bags of
empty beer bottles. "They seem to sit
there for days," said Mark Kallmeyer,
a frequent visitor to the unit.
"Sometimes, I'm afraid to go in there,
you never know what might attack

However, despite all the hassles and
pranks which are a part of college life,
dorm life also offers many challenges
and experiences not encountered
anywhere else. Students learn to take
care of themselves and exercise their
independence. "When was the last
time you went on a donut run at two
a.rn., when you were living at home?"
said Kallmeyer. One just learns to take
the good with the bad.
Dormitory life also creates many
close friendships and bonds between
small groups of friends, who spend
most of their time together, whether
doing their homework or just relaxing
and enjoying themselves. Just think of
all the fond memories you'll have to
tell your kids someday.
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The fear of attack by air led to a
Japanese law against building any kite '
capable of carrying a man. Eventually
though, the mystique of the kite was
replaced by scientific and military applications. An army could judge the
distance to an enemy's camp by flying
a kite over it or be so bold as to send
up a lookout.
Fredrick Samuels Cody was not
Buffalo Bill but he was a marksman
and buffalo hunter who worked in a
wild west show capitalizing on the confusion between names. He was also
one of the best kite designers of the
nineteenth century, but his plans for a
war kite brought from the British
Army only an offer to teach their
troops to shoot, which he declined.
In 1749, three years before Ben
Franklin and his key, Alexander
Wilson in Scotland sent the first train
up to 3,000 feet to take temperature
readings.
.
Kite flying today is tradition in the
East and hobby in the West. March in
Nagasaki is one big kite festival and
fighting kites with ground glass glued
to their lines are a favorite pasttime. A
single fighting kite in the sky is taken
as a challenge for battle, which always
ends with one kite liberated from its
owner.
It is custom in China to write a
child's name and birthdate on a kite
and cut it loose at its highest point in
hope that it will carry any misfortune
far away from the child. To pick up
one of these lost kites is to take on that
ill will.
And Saturdays in March at Colt
State Park the sky is crowded with diving colors and tails and it is the ground
now and not the air that is a dangerous
place to be.

448 Thames 51
R.I. 02809

Brislo~

Corner of Franklin St. and Thames St.

ALICE DUBUC, Mgr.
253-4755
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Steve Grahm and Anne Beeman of the Rhode Island Public Interest Research Group (RIPIRG)
recently passed out informalion about the Federal Student Loan Budget Cuts
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SHORT TAKES
Neon Valley Boys Concert
by Martha Christina
The Neon Valley Boys performed in
the Student Center, Saturday March 9
as the third concert in the Arts Alive
Series.
Band members Paul Mellyn
(guitar), Jeffrey Horton (bass), Karl
Dennis (fiddle), Eddie Stern (banjo)
and Tom McLaughlin (mandolin),
combined instrumental expertise and
an especially stunning vocal blend to
perform traditional bluegrass, gospel
numbers and original ballads and
cowboy songs by Mellyn and Stern.
Especially memorable were Mellyn's
"Home from the Mills," Stern's

"Marriage." "Walls of Time" featuring Horton, whose voice ranges from
bass to tenor with equal grace and
skill, and "Fire on the Mountain"
featuring Dennis's lively fiddling.
"The band members have a good
time on stage and their enthusiasm for
their music is contagious . In six years
The Neon Valley Boys have become
one of the biggest names in New
England Bluegrass. Their first album,
pressed in 1983, will soon be available
on cassette tapes, and a second album
is planned for this year .

A Letter Among Friends
A Letter Among Friends, the
southeastern Connecticut-based
quarterly magazine of poetry and art,
has announced their second annual
summer poetry festival and contest.
The festival will feature a summer
poetry reading and awarding of prizes
on Saturday, August 10. Prizes will include $100 Frist Prize, $50 Second
Prize, $25 Third Prize, and ten Certificates of Merit. All winners will be
featured readers at the summer poetry
reading, and their poems will be
published in the Awards Issue of A

Deadline for entries in the contest is
May 10, 1985. There is no limit to the
number of poems submitted, but all
entries must not have been previously
published, and each poem must be accompanied by a $1.00 entry fee.
Rules for entering may be obtained
by sending a stamped, self-addressed
envelope to A Letter Among Friends
Summer Poetry Contest, P.O. Box
1198, Groton, CT 06340. A sample
copy of the magazine can be obtained
by sending $2.50 to the above address.
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What Have You Given Up
For Lent?
by Doug Cloutier
During a recent visit to Trend Setter
Sylists, I posed the question, "What
have you given up for Lent?" to the
young women who was washing a
customer's hair.
"Sweets, " she volunteered gladly,
"cookies, cakes, and pie." Not
chocolate? IIOh, of course .
chocolates!" she smiled.
The Christian season of Lent began
February 20 and will run through
Easter, April 5.
Long Islander Paul Russo, a
Sophomore living in Unit 12, sat
thinking for so long that it hurt to
watch . He hadn't thought about what
to give up yet, and finally decided to
go without Peanut Butter and Jelly
sandwiches on Wednesday.
"No," he suddenly amended,
"Wednesday nights."
The types of temptations students
surrendered ranged from one girl's
decision to stop fighting with her
boyfriend ("but it didn't last long") to
setting limits on playi~g v!deo games.

"I'm giving up sex.v-gnnned James
Anthony Healy Jr., a Sophomore
form Unit 4. Then he reconsidered,
because he'd previously decided to
stop swearing.
"
Meanwhile, his Freshman roommate Patrick Murray sat in a chair
drinking Canadian Vodka and orange
juice. " He' s stopped drinking his
favorite booze, Bourbon, for 40 days .
Sophomore Norman Schultz, a
christian Scientist, explained that his
beliefs don't include Ash Wednesday,
Lent, and" Easter.
A Jewish friend of mine, Sam
Goldberg, is giving up pizza and subs
for dinner. Jews are not required to
observe Lent, but he's trying to reduce
his total volume .
The best response came from a
Junior, Adam Zimmer. His eyes nashed and he quipped, "I've given up giving up - when is Lent?"

I

Letter Among Friends.

a

Your Ft. Lauderdale Spring Break Week includes:
·7 nights lodging at deluxe Sheraton
Yankee Trader (home of the famous
Penrod's), Holiday Inn (Oceanside),
or Holiday Inn (North Beach)
(Quad Occupancy)
• Welcome Party

• Round tr ip jet flight available from New
York ; add $40 from Boston; add $50 from
Philadelphia and Balt imore.
• Taxes and gratuities prepaid before
arrival.
Don't miss out on the trip o. the year !

• On location Professional Tour Escorts

Send your deposilloday.
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SHORT TAKES
Robotics Expert to Speak
at Roger Williams College
by Evan Evans
On April II, 1985 the Roger
Williams Student Chapter of the
American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME) will sponsor a
speaker from the University of Rhode
Island Robotics Research Lab. Helda
DaSilva will speak on robotic advances being made in this relitively
new high tech industry. Information
for this dinner presentation can be obtained by calling Tom Moran at
253-2310
Other ASME news briefs. Open
House at RWC March 28, 1985. Prospective students may stop by the
ASME booth for a free continuous

film presentation about the ASME.
April 26 and 27th, 1985. The RWC
student chapter will attend a Region I
(all New England) meet hosted by
Southern Massachusetts University in
North Dartmouth, Mass . Students
presenting technical papers at this conference will be eligible to compete for
an expense paid trip to Miami, Florida
and the national meet where scholarship awards for the top papers will be
awarded . .
Membership information for this
nationally recognized group can be obtained from any member, John
Ziegert (faculty advisor), or by calling
Tom Moran at 253-2310.

Rec Room Opens in Dorm III
by Ann Pace
RWC students can now enjoy the
luxury of a comfortable lounge while
watching television. seeing movies,
reading a book, or simply conversing
with others in the recently opened rec
room in Dorm III.
The room is decorated with wall to
wall carpeting, full drapes for the windows, specially designed wallpaper,
and plenty of comfortable furniture.
Many students frequent the area
during their free time, and a couple
have definite views about the room.
Freshman Jennifer SanSouci explains,
"I took a look around the place a few
days ago and realized it is a pretty nice
place to hang out if I'm bored. It is
also nice to watch television in, like
when the Union is closed or too
crowded or something ."

Freshman Dave Lindberg says, "I
saw Purple Rain down there a few
weeks ago .. . it was the first time I'd
been in there since it opened . It was
real nice . The couches are comfortable, and the area on the whole is
great. It's better watching television
down there because you can relax
almost as if it's your own room ."
People who have been to the new
recreation room are aware of the sense
of relaxation one gets from "hanging
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Karate Club Makes a Video
Last week · the Karate club held a
series of ranking tests during which
eight members ranked for their purple
belts . Adam Zimmer the chief instructor of the Karate club said he was
pleased with the ran kings and would
like to congratulate:
Fred Dalamagas, Bryan Johnson,
Rob May, Steve Maillet , Jeff Ropiak,
Steve Schirm, Norman Schultz and
Femrny Shote.

The Karate club is now in the midst
of filming their first video on self
defence. Some members may also appear in Black Belt magazine, in an article which Adam is now writing for
Black Belt.
The Karate club holds its meetings
on Tuesday and Thursday from 7:30
to 9:00 in the gym. Interested students
should either contact Adam Zimmer
or come to a practice.

Personals &Starting
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next seaes-

The JlESSBNGER wo.uld
like to announce that
personal and olassified
ads will be ·availabl e .
Have anything you want·
to say, anything you
want to sell? Take out
an ad.
W~sh someone a Happy
Birthday, sell that old
VW, ask sOllIeone out~
Say ~hlng you
want(within reason)
25 words or less

ter, stop by the
Messenger ottice, .t U l
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buck, and hll . . - ething or say 8~th1ng
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Messenger.
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,Run a HELP-WANTED ad,
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your research paper.
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out" at the area. and they, as well as

other R we associates, urge everyone
to check out the place at least once. As
Sophomore Donny Hayheasrt says,
"Once you check it out, you'll probably be there every night for one
reason or another."

WITH

Towne Video

• Round trip jet flight from New York or
Boston. Add $20 from Baltimore;
$40 from Philadelphia.

19 State Street, Bristol, RI. 02809
401-253-7006
.

• Bermuda College Weeks sponsored by
the Department of Tourism . Free beach
parties, dances, barbecue lunches, live
rock bands, harbour cruises .

• 7 nights in Bermuda. Choice of lodging.
• Full breakfast and dinner daily with
choice of menu (with hotel meal
pac kage) .

Rent at Towne Vidio with no membership fees.
Just leave your student LD. number.

,

TRIP DATES ANDPRICES
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Offered Monday thru Thursday

************~*******************

• Discount moped rentals available.
• On location professional tour escorts.

• Fully equipped kitchenettes (w ith deluxe
apartment complexes).

***********************************, -.•
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Sunday thru Thursday

• Round trip transfers between Bermuda
airport and your accommodations.
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SPORTS
Dearing Receives High
Honor in
NAJA Conference
by Manny Correira
Joel B. Dearing, assistant athletic
director at Roger Williams College
and head coach of the women's
volleyball team, was honored by
NAIA District 5 this weekend for
outstanding achievement in coaching
this past fall.
Dearing, who led the Lady Hawks
to the ECAC Division 1lI volleyball title with their finest overall record in
history (30-8), was named NAIA
District 5 "Coach of the Year" .
He also did an outstanding job helping set up the NAIA District 5
Volleyball Tournament and ECAC
Division III Volleyball Championships, both hosted by Roger Williams.
College.
Also honored at the conference was
RWC Athletic Director Hector Massa,
who received a plaque for dedicated
service to the Mayflower Conference,
where he also served as vice pres ident
for several years. Mr. Massa was also
instrumental in helping organize the
new Colonial Athletic Conference, of
which Roger Williams College is a
member.

Windsurfing
by Micbael R. Isaac
"When you're sailing a boat, you
feel the wind through the sheet and the
tiller, the water and the boat, but you
still have a lot between you,' explained Olympic boardsailing coach Major
Hall, in an interview in Rolling Stone
last year. "On a board, you're so close
to the elements, you control the board
with small body movements. It is really beautiful."
.
The sport of windsurfing, began
back in 1969, when a California
engineer named Jim Drake attended a
conference held by the American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics and presented a paper
entitled, "Windsurfing, a New Concept in Sailing." At first, Drake told
Rolling Stone, "people laughed. I
wasn't sure it would work myself."
But it did, and he eventually sold his
share of Windsurfing International for
$32,000 to his . partner Hoyle
Schweitzer who today runs this
multimillion dollar company.
The original design was built in
Drake's garage. The prototype board
consisted of a universal joint which
fastened the mast, so it could be
moved in any direction.
Today the design is much the same ,
but there are many different materials
used to make these boards. "There are
two main types of board, fiberglass
and epoxy," commented Ted Pinkerton, an RWC student who has been
windsurfing for nearly six years. "The
fiberglass boards are usually smaller
and lighter, so they are much faster.
The epoxy boards are somewhat
longer and more durable," he remarked, "they are also much cheeper to
purchase. making it a good buy for the
beginner."

Winter Ends
Frisbee Begins
The Hawk
A Fowl Character

Joel Dearing voted NAJA District 5 Women's
Volleyball Coach of the Year

Sports
Banquet
The annual RWC Sports Awards
Banquet will be held on Tuesday,
March 19 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Cafeteria. Members of the fall and(
winter football, soccer, cross country,
women's tennis, women's volleyball,
men's basketball, women's basketball
and men's ice hockey and cheerleaders
team will be honored.

"There is even a wider variety than
that," said Nancy Johnson, of Island
Windsurfing in Newport, Rhode
Island . "There are different types of
epoxy such as resin coated and
polyurethane and many different
plastics also used . "For the beginner,"
she commented, "I recommend an
ASA or ABA plastic because it is more
durable. Also, I feel it is very important to take lessons if you are a beginner," she remarked, "It is really worth
the price . After you learn the basics
you'll be up and sailing in several
hours."
"Lessons," she said, "are about
$30 for two hours or you can buy a
package of three, two hour lessons for
about $80.
"The sport of windsurfing is quite
reasonable," she stated. "Once you've
put out the initial fee for your equipment , it doesn't cost much. Eight or
nine hundred dollars would buy you
the enti re package, including a wet suit
and a roof rack for your car," she
said.
Johnson, former Women's World
Champion in windsurfing, has enjoyed the sport for nearly eight years
and has .raced in many competitions.
"There are eight to ten different
championships each year," she added,
"so it is a very hard sport to talk
about, there isn't just one champion.
This year I haven't entered any championship competitions." she said.
"Now I just surf for the enjoyment.
When I do surf. I get the feeling of
freedom and power," she remarked.
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by Michael R. Isaac
What has blue feathers, a large
yellow beak, long yellow legs, and
huge webbed feet? An oversized
chicken, you say? No, but that's close.
-It is the Roger Williams College
Seahawk, known to his friends simply
as "The Hawk."
Our fine feathered friend has acquired many nicknames over the years
from opposing teams and their fans,
including "The Bird," "Mr. Perdue,"
and even "The Chicken" but these are
all fowl misconceptions.
Apart form his adaptation of the
"Funky Chicken" at mid-field after
every RWC touchdown, he is far form
a chicken. In fact, he is a pretty brave
bird based on his past performances.
"The Hawk," has been known to
get himself into quite a bit of mischief
in the past, from polishing President
Rizzini's head in the bleachers to sticking his over-sized beak under the
cheerleaders skirts. At times you will
even find him seated on the lap of a
pretty girl in the crowd. "All the girls
love you," said the Hawk, "and they
don't even know who you are ."
However, there is another side to this
friendly creature, who loves children
and can often be seen playing ball with
a small child or just roaming the
stands making friends.
Among "The Hawks" duties, are
appearances at all home football and
soccer games, and all Homecoming
and Open House events . On occasions
he will be seen marching in a parade or
attending numerous other sporting
events.
Recently, "The Hawk," travelled
on the ' fan bus to the RWC/Hawthorne hockey game in Antrim, New
Hampshire. Backed by nearly 100
screaming fans, he led numerous
cheers, drowning out the home crowd
and causing a temporary halt to the
game. Even though the team lost the
game, "The Hawk" kept the fans
spirits up and everyone partied on the
way home. "He loves to party, but
never gets invited," said Ed Travers, a
personal friend of "The Hawk"
"probably because no one really
knows who he is."
This year as has been the case for
the past two years, OUf mascot, "The
Hawk," graduates, leaving an opening
for some unidentified student to carry
on the spirit of "The Hawk."
"The uniform is still pretty new,"
said Travers, "it's only three years
old, but "The Hawk" will be getting
new legs for next season because the
girls keep putting runs in his nylons."
So, as another year rapidly approaches, the hunt is on for a new
Hawk. Every year brings a new challenge to find the perfect replacement,
and although he seems to change in
size from year io year, his identity remains a mystery to the majority of
students. Many ask the question,
uWho is the Hawk?" But no one
seems to know, and those who do
won't say.

by Steve Martovich
The warm weather and calm skies of
this past weekend mark the true pass ing of winter (what was it the ground
hog said?) But more importantly the
.coming of Ultimate Frisbee season.
Some of us have experienced the perils
of a "frosty one" much too often and
rejoice at this event, although the
occasional snow fence still presents a
hazard.
Now each afternoon the saucers will
descend and the players will emerge
from their hibernation ready, well ...
willing to play Ultimate. Oh what
wonders warm weather will warrant without wind of course.
In the fall the team of mostly
newcomers to the game was 2-7. The
wins were big, 16-14 against Providence after 8 points of overtime, and
a shutout 15-0 over Central Connecticut. There were a few close battles
with Bryant and a disappointing loss
at Harvard 15-13 to end the fall
season.
All eyes are not on the spring but
wait, there is a menace out there. A
grovelling spirit that appears in the
form of "not enough." Not enough
room, not enough money, not enough
players with not enough time and not
enough fans. The worst of it is that the
solution to everything is here, but it
has to volunteer.
Come and join the team, the game is
exhilarating to play and to watch. The
team practices everyday around 3:00
between the Library and the Physical
Plant. Or else be known as the
Menace.

Mark Ferdinando
Named to
All-District 5
Team
by Manny Correira
Mark Ferdinando, Roger Williams
College's brilliant senior forward from
Manchester, N.H . has been named to
the NAIA All-District 5 basketball
first team for 1984-85. Mark was the
only Hawk player selected to the first
team.
This season, Mark led the Hawks in
scoring for the second straight year
with a 22.4 points-per-game average.
That figure ranks him among the nation's leaders in scoring in both the
NAIA and NCAA Division III.
By scoring 537 points this season,
Mark topped his previous personal
best of 532 points, and thus becomes
only the second player in Roger
Williams history to register back-toback 500-point seasons. He also ranks
number 6 on the all-time Roger
Williams scoring list with 1,250 points.
. Mark was also selected to play in the
annual East-West NAIA District allstar game this week, as was teammate
Bill Pratt.
Pratt, a senior center from Bristol,
Conn., had a great year as well,
averaging 16.0 points-per-game, and
10.7 rebounds. That rebound average
places him 11th in the country. Bill
finished his career with the Hawks
with 705 points.

